Myelodysplastic syndromes: their history, evolution and relation to acute myeloid leukaemia.
The myelodysplastic syndromes (MDS) constitute a heterogeneous group of clonal disorders arising from a multipotent haemopoietic progenitor which share a leukaemic propensity, 30% of cases culminating in acute myeloid leukaemia (AML). Their pathogenesis probably entails multiple steps, phenotypic progression being determined by either expansion or evolution of the abnormal clone. The clonal origin of certain cases of de novo AML is analogous to that of MDS and evidence that they share a common pathogenesis and distinct biological characteristics is beginning to emerge.